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Jose “Joe” Lezama Jr, MD MACP is a Tampa native, completed his training in Internal Medicine at
the University of South Florida, College of Medicine after medical school graduation from the UF
College of Medicine. Dr. Lezama joined the University of South Florida Internal Medicine Faculty
after residency completion, as well as the James Haley Veterans Hospital in July 2000. He was
appointed Chief of Medicine in February 2006 as one of the youngest physicians in the history of
the Veterans Health Administration and only the  3rd active Latino/Latina Chief of Medicine in the
country at the time. He was promoted to Associate Chair of the USF Department of Internal
Medicine in 2006 at the time of his promotion to Associate Professor of Medicine. He was named
Vice Chair of Education and promoted to Professor of Medicine in 2012.
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Bienvenidos!

U S F  M O R S A N I  C O L L E G E  O F  M E D I C I N E

L A T I N O  M E D I C A L  S T U D E N T  A S S O C I A T I O N  

LMSA Faculty Spotlight
M E E T  D R .  J O S E  L E Z A M A

He has served the Florida ACP’s Governor’s Council for the past 22 years.  The University of Florida recognized Dr. Lezama accomplishments by
induction into the University of Florida-College of Medicine Wall of Fame, becoming only the 40th physician recognize with this honor in the
70-year history of the UF College of Medicine and the FIRST Latino/Latina physician to be recognized on the UF College of Medicine Wall of
Fame. He was further honored by the Laureate Award by the National American College of Physicians selection committee in 2021 (only the
second Latino/Latina physician in the history of Florida ACP)  and then elected to Mastership level of the American College of Physicians in
2023 which are two of the highest distinctions which can be received by a member of the American College of Physicians.

His research interests include transitions of care hospital and ER programs, artificial intelligence hospital mortality predictive models, and
access of care for vulnerable patient populations such as traumatic brain injury patients. His first full length solo authored book on
methodology to learn and to teach internal medicine in three years of residency will be released this July.

Dr. Lezama first generation Cuban-American, his parents came on the Pedro Pan flights from Cuba as teenagers. He was born at Tampa
General Hospital and went to St Lawrence Catholic School and Tampa Jesuit. He currently lives in Lutz, Fl and has been married for 22 years
with three children. He hopes to have the opportunity to engage with Latino/Latina medical students through the LMSA and speak about the
need to start developing leadership skills early in medical school in order to be ready to take on positions of higher authority as he did only
eight years after graduating medical school.

His message to Latino/Latina medical students is the following: Never ever stop believing in yourself or your talents. Use the love of your
Hispanic heritage to promote the success of those younger Latino/Latina medical students and college students who already look up to you,
and never ever take a statement of “it will be a hard road” or “that is a path that not many Latino/Latina students take” for anything more than
“fighting words” to inspire you to reach even greater heights than you ever imagined for yourself. I myself have been guilty at times of under-
selling my talents and my achievements given I have not had many Latino/Latina mentors on a national level.  Always believe in yourself and
your talents and never forget the richness of your Hispanic heritage that fills you with the grit and the resiliency to always succeed.

Dr. Lezama is a five-time recipient of the John T. Sinnott Award and the Osler Award for best clinical
teacher and best exemplary role model for the USF Morsani College of Medicine and winning
multiple other College of Medicine awards, including the Leonard Tow Humanism Award. He was
recognized as the Top Medical Educator of the State of Florida by the American College of
Physicians in 2004 and was honored as one of the top 40 physicians for Humanism in Medicine by
the AAMC in 2008.  He received the Department of Internal Medicine's Teacher of the Year award
seven times in his career. He received recognition as one of the top 10 Internal Medicine Hospitalist
Physicians by the American College of Physicians (ACP) in 2010 as the first ever Hispanic physician
recognized by the ACP.



F I N D  O U T  M O R E

When & Where: April 23rd at 7 PM in MDD 435
Attire: Casual
Celebrate the culmination of a fantastic year with a feast of good
food and even better conversations! Join us as LMSA and the
Medical Spanish Club come together to host a special dinner,
bringing medical students, residents, and faculty together for an
evening of insightful discussions and networking. We aim to
explore the gaps in our community and how our unique
perspectives as Latin American medical professionals can help
bridge them in this next year. Indulge in delicious Cuban cuisine
from La Teresita, and we invite you to contribute desserts or sides
from your own culture to share the flavors of diversity.
If you plan to attend, please RSVP by filling out this link: 

R S V P

Find out more about the faculty supporting LMSA @ MCOM. Using the link below, students can
refer to our current list of Latino faculty to contact for support in the areas of shadowing,
research, and career advising. We are always looking to add to this growing list to include
specialties that are not yet represented. If any of you have contacts in any field that LMSA
students could contact to add to our faculty mentor list, please email their name and email to
elianaburgos@usf.edu.

Faculty Mentors

Paella Night 2024

“Sabores y Perspectivas" - Discussion and Dinner Party

Upcoming Events

From everyone in LMSA, we would like to
extend our thanks to Dr. Cuevas for hosting our
2nd annual Paella Night, a memorable
evening celebrating Latino culture through
delectable cuisine and cherished moments.
Thank you!

Pictures from this year’s Paella Night in March

https://usfedu.sharepoint.com/:w:/t/LatinoMedicalStudentAssociationLMSAGRP/EarWmDeQOPFFmtwMF8v6scgBGBQdQRcFlbG_Y2Ss5pD3wQ?e=VYNz4t
https://forms.gle/8eV4fM8FhZvsXjnD8
mailto:elianaburgos@usf.edu


At LMSA we are all about giving back! Click
below to find the latest opportunities.

Coming Soon: Sabores y Perspectivas
April 23rd, 7 PM in MDD 435

Email elianaburgos@usf.edu if you have a
recipe you would like added for the next

newsletter!

C L I C K  F O R  F U L L  R E C I P E S F I N D  O U T  M O R E N E W  E V E N T S

Easy "Recetas" Volunteering Upcoming Events

L M S A  S A L U D  P o l i c y  S u m m i t
L M S A  N a t i o n a l s  i s  p r o u d  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  2 n d  A n n u a l  L M S A  S A L U D  S u m m i t ,  h o s t e d  b y  t h e  J o h n s  H o p k i n s
U n i v e r s i t y  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  f r o m  A p r i l  2 6 - 2 9 ,  2 0 2 4 .  T h i s  w e e k e n d  i s  s e t  t o  a m p l i f y
d i v e r s e  v o i c e s  u n d e r  t h e  t h e m e  “ C o n  V a l o r  P o r  u n  F u t u r o  M e j o r ”  ( W i t h  C o u r a g e  F o r  a  B e t t e r  F u t u r e ) .
S A L U D  a i m s  t o  u n i t e  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  t h a t  i m p a c t  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s
a n d  p a t i e n t s .  F o r  m a n y  o f  u s ,  t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  h a v e  s p a r k e d  f e a r ,  u n e a s e ,  a n d  a  d e s i r e  t o  l e a r n  w h a t
w e  c a n  d o  n e x t  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  e q u i t y  a n d  i m p r o v e d  h e a l t h  o u t c o m e s .  A t t e n d i n g  t h e  S A L U D  S u m m i t  w i l l
p r o v i d e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  h a n d s - o n  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  e f f e c t i v e  c h a n g e  a t
p o l i t i c a l ,  a c a d e m i c ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  l e v e l s .
R e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  o p e n ,  b u t  e a r l y  b i r d  t i c k e t s ,  a b s t r a c t s ,  a n d  p o l i c y  r e s o l u t i o n  s u b m i s s i o n s  a r e  n o w
c l o s e d .  J o i n  u s  f o r  a  v i b r a n t  w e e k e n d  f e a t u r i n g  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r s ,  w o r k s h o p s ,  n e t w o r k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a
v i s i t  t o  C a p i t o l  H i l l ,  a n d  a  r e s e a r c h  s y m p o s i u m .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  h o w  c h e c k  o u t  t h e  w e b s i t e .

L M S A  N a t i o n a l s  E b o a r d  A p p l i c a t i o n s  A r e  O u t  N o w !
T h e s e  a r e  o p e n  t o  c u r r e n t  n a t i o n a l  d u e s - p a y i n g  m e m b e r s ,  m e m b e r s h i p s  c o s t  $ 4 0  a  y e a r .  A p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e
d u e  A p r i l  1 0 t h .  

L M S A  N a t i o n a l s  R e s i d e n c y  G u i d e  S u r v e y s
T h e  L M S A  N a t i o n a l  P u b l i c a t i o n s  t e a m  i s  d e v e l o p i n g  a  r e s i d e n c y  g u i d e  f o r  t h e  u p c o m i n g  E R A S  a p p l i c a t i o n
c y c l e  t o  p r o v i d e  o u r  m e m b e r s  w i t h  o r g a n i z e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  p r e p a r i n g  t h e i r  r e s i d e n c y  a p p l i c a t i o n s .
T h e  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t  f e e d b a c k  f o r m  c l o s e d  o n  M a r c h  2 0 t h
I f  y o u  a r e  a  r e s i d e n t  o r  f a c u l t y ,  y o u  a r e  s t i l l  e l i g i b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  f e e d b a c k .  C l i c k  b e l o w  t o  p r o v i d e  y o u r
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  a d v i c e .  D u e  A p r i l  2 0 t h .  S p e c i f i c a l l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  D i v e r s i t y  i n  R e s i d e n c y ,  S u p p l e m e n t a l
O f f e r  a n d  A p p l i c a t i o n  P r o g r a m  ( S O A P ) ,  M i l i t a r y  M a t c h ,  S p e c i a l t y  T r a i n i n g ,  a n d  R e s i d e n c y  C u l t u r e  i s
n e e d e d .

M e m b e r s h i p  S u r v e y
O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  R e s e a r c h  &  A n a l y t i c s  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  L M S A  N a t i o n a l  B o a r d ,  w e  i n v i t e  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
L M S A  c o m m u n i t y  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  L M S A  M e m b e r s h i p  s u r v e y .  E v e r y o n e  w h o  c o m p l e t e s  t h e  s u r v e y
w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  c o d e  f o r  1 0 %  o f f  t h e i r  e n t i r e  p u r c h a s e  o r d e r  f r o m  t h e  L M S A  o n l i n e  s t o r e .  S u r v e y  d u e  i n  m i d -
A p r i l .

I N F O R M A T I O N  S E S S I O N S S U B M I T  A P P L I C A T I O N

R E S I D E N T S  &  F A C U L T Y

C O M P L E T E  S U R V E Y

Updates from LMSA Nationals

R E G I S T E R  H E R E

N a t i o n a l  H i s p a n i c  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a i t o n  3 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  C e l e b r a t i o n  &  L e a d e r s h i p  S u m m i t
J o i n  t h e  N H M A  f o r  t h e i r  3 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  C e l e b r a t i o n  &  L e a d e r s h i p  S u m m i t !  D e m a n d i n g  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  7 % ,  N H M A
a n d  N H H F  a r e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  b o o s t i n g  H i s p a n i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  m e d i c i n e  a n d  h e a l t h c a r e .  L e t ' s  c e l e b r a t e  3 0
y e a r s  o f  e n h a n c i n g  L a t i n o  h e a l t h !   D o n ' t  m i s s  o u t  o n  c o n n e c t i n g  w i t h  l i k e - m i n d e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i n g
t o  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  H i s p a n i c  h e a l t h c a r e .

R E G I S T E R  H E R E

mailto:elianaburgos@usf.edu
https://usfedu.sharepoint.com/:w:/t/LatinoMedicalStudentAssociationLMSAGRP/EXiHI3eW50hLgV7SktYpdi4BeLtORfDHdNEJqWBhjxTk7g?e=ntxwze
https://usfedu.sharepoint.com/:w:/t/LatinoMedicalStudentAssociationLMSAGRP/ERVl48nRAWtOlLOXnNOqSrwBmVxTgvx-eUzxIyCAN4SfFQ?e=aANo9P
https://usfedu.sharepoint.com/:w:/t/LatinoMedicalStudentAssociationLMSAGRP/EboYOcmdJtVPgmrwxOIGi5wBdg89f2hMyV_-jrh4Aawm8Q?e=CjoXI3
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lmsa-national-elections-informational-session-tickets-843942373357?aff=oddtdtcreator&mc_cid=9321345836&mc_eid=46acd2ea67
https://form.jotform.com/240068803867160?mc_cid=9321345836&mc_eid=46acd2ea67
https://form.jotform.com/240457063003142?utm_source=Latino+Medical+Student+Association&utm_campaign=60b2939a5c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_27_03_02_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8760a75740-60b2939a5c-456156240&mc_cid=60b2939a5c&mc_eid=46acd2ea67.
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https://national.lmsa.net/store/events/p/salud-summit-2024-attendee-registration/?mc_cid=1428192ced&mc_eid=46acd2ea67.
https://www.nhmamd.org/30th-anniversary-summit?utm_source=Latino+Medical+Student+Association&utm_campaign=da10b07e3c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_27_03_02_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8760a75740-da10b07e3c-456156240&mc_cid=da10b07e3c&mc_eid=46acd2ea67


Join Our "Grupito"
Click the links below to join LMSA at the University of South Florida
Morsani College of Medicine. We are so excited for you to join us!

S T U D E N T S

B U L L S C O N N E C T  S I G N  U P  

T E A M S  S I G N  U P  
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F A C U L T Y
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D O N A T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O NDonations & Contributions

New Website
We are in the process of creating our LMSA
website, thanks to our PR Chair, Jeremias
Munoz. He has put in some great work to get
this website up and running, and we are just
putting some finishing touches on it before the
Fall 2024 semester. The plan is to make this
the new hub of information, so that everything
is in one place for easy access. 

President: Eliana Burgos
elianaburgos@usf.edu

Vice President: Esaan Azizi
eazizi@usf.edu

Treasurer: Maysie Calzon
mcalzon@usf.edu

PR Chair: Jeremias Munoz
jeremias@usf.edu

Contact Our E-Board
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Javier Cuevas
jcuevas@usf.edu

E D I T E D  B Y :  J E R E M I A S  M U N O Z

https://bullsconnect.usf.edu/feeds?type=club&type_id=71380&tab=home
https://bullsconnect.usf.edu/feeds?type=club&type_id=71380&tab=home
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fteam%2F19%3AfIaX--9LfMqr4H4X1lGeHIZFQYdxbgjjVW_WTt-NMkg1%40thread.tacv2%2Fconversations%3FgroupId%3D0042a347-7f93-470f-a6b6-b22c6e5a2697%26tenantId%3D741bf7de-e2e5-46df-8d67-82607df9deaa&type=team&deeplinkId=cb909037-e114-4760-827b-406d12be8b7f&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fteam%2F19%3AfIaX--9LfMqr4H4X1lGeHIZFQYdxbgjjVW_WTt-NMkg1%40thread.tacv2%2Fconversations%3FgroupId%3D0042a347-7f93-470f-a6b6-b22c6e5a2697%26tenantId%3D741bf7de-e2e5-46df-8d67-82607df9deaa&type=team&deeplinkId=cb909037-e114-4760-827b-406d12be8b7f&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
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https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fteam%2F19%3AfIaX--9LfMqr4H4X1lGeHIZFQYdxbgjjVW_WTt-NMkg1%40thread.tacv2%2Fconversations%3FgroupId%3D0042a347-7f93-470f-a6b6-b22c6e5a2697%26tenantId%3D741bf7de-e2e5-46df-8d67-82607df9deaa&type=team&deeplinkId=cb909037-e114-4760-827b-406d12be8b7f&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fteam%2F19%3AfIaX--9LfMqr4H4X1lGeHIZFQYdxbgjjVW_WTt-NMkg1%40thread.tacv2%2Fconversations%3FgroupId%3D0042a347-7f93-470f-a6b6-b22c6e5a2697%26tenantId%3D741bf7de-e2e5-46df-8d67-82607df9deaa&type=team&deeplinkId=cb909037-e114-4760-827b-406d12be8b7f&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
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